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 Marking Period 3 

1 Introducing American Government 21 Healthcare, the Environment and Energy 

Policy 
2 Introducing American Government 22 Healthcare, the Environment and Energy 

Policy 
3 The Constitution 23 National Security and Foreign Policy 
4 The Constitution 24 National Security and Foreign Policy 
5 Federalism 25 Public Opinion and Political Action 
6 Federalism 26 Mass Media and the Political Agenda 
7 Interest Groups 27 Mass Media and the Political Agenda 
8 Congress 28 Political Parties 
9 Presidency 29 Political Parties 
10 Presidency 30 Nominations and Campaigns 
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 Marking Period 4 

11 Congress, the President, and the Budget 31 Nominations and Campaigns 
12 Congress, the President, and the Budget 32 Elections and Voting Behavior 
13 Federal Bureaucracy 33 Elections and Voting Behavior 
14 Federal Courts 34 A.P. Exam Review/Exam 
15 Federal Courts 35 A.P. Exam Review/Exam 
16 Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, and Public 

Policy 

36 
Final Project/Service Learning Project 

17 Civil Liberties, Civil Rights, and Public 

Policy 

37 Final Project/Service Learning Project 

18 Economic Policy 38 Final Project/Service Learning Project 
19 Economic Policy 39 Final Project/Service Learning Project 
20 Social Welfare Policy 40 Final Project/Service Learning Project 
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Time Frame Week 1-2   

Topic 
UNIT I: FOUNDATIONS OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 

Introducing American Government 

Essential Questions 

 What are the key functions of government?  Why do they matter? 

 What is the definition of politics in the context of democratic government? 

 How can citizens have an impact on public policy and how do policies impact people? 

 What are the key principles of democracy and what theories exist regarding how it works? 

 What challenges does democracy face today? 

 What are the central arguments of the debate in America over the proper scope of 

government? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The formal institutions, processes, and procedures within which public policies are made are 

government and politics.  In the U.S., the institutions are Congress, the president, the courts 

and the federal bureaucracy, and the process by which these leaders are selected and 

policies pursued is politics.  This policymaking system brings together the interests and 

concerns of the people, the linkage institutions and the policymaking institutions to create 

and monitor public policy. 

Alignment to NJSLS 

SOC.6.1.12.CS2 , SOC.6.1.12.A.2.a, SOC.6.1.12.A.2.b, SOC.6.1.12.A.2.c  

 

Career Ready Practices 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. 

  

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Define a democratic political system and describe how the founders’ beliefs about the role 

of citizens in politics are both consistent and incompatible with democracy. 

 Identify one provision of the Constitution as it was written in 1787 that is inconsistent with 

democracy, and explain why the founders thought this was necessary. 

 Describe ideas associate with elite theory and pluralist theory.   

 Identify one change in the institutional arrangements of American government since the 

ratification of the Constitution and explain how that change has moved us away from the 

founders’ beliefs about the role of citizen in government. 

Learning Activities  
Class discussion 

Notes/Chapter outline 
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Assessments 
Persuasive essay 

Test 

Content/Skills writing benchmark 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 

X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2,  

 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
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or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 3-4  

Topic 
The Constitution 

Essential Questions 

 How did the American Revolution shape the Constitution? 

 What were the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation that led to its failure? 

 What were the issues and resolutions presented at the Constitutional Convention? 

 How did Federalists and anti-Federalists differ? 

 What is the amendment process with regards to the Constitution? 

 How does the Constitution establish a majoritarian democracy and how does it limit the 

scope of the government? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The foundation of the American political system rests on the Constitution, a document 

originally consisting of just seven articles that laid out the basic structure of the government.  

It established the United States as a federal republic composed of three branches: the 

legislative, executive and judicial.  Over time, the Constitution has been amended to account 

for the growth of the nation and changes to the political system.   

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Describe the most common process of formally amending the Constitution. 

 Identify how various amendments have changed the meaning of the Constitution. 

 Discuss how informal changes to the Constitution have changed its meaning. 

 Analyze how the components of the Madisonian system addressed the dilemma of 

reconciling majority rule with the protection of minority interests. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 
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 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, 
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 
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interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Chromebooks 

 Google Classroom 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 5-6  

Topic 
Federalism 

Essential Questions 

 What is federalism and what are its consequences for American politics and policy? 

 What does the Constitution say about division of power between national and state 

governments and states’ obligations to each other? 

 What is the impact of federalism on democratic government and the scope of government? 

 What characterizes the shift from dual to cooperative federalism and the role of fiscal 

federalism in intergovernmental relations? 

Enduring Understandings 

 In a federal system, government is divided between the national and sub-national levels.  In 

the U.S., the state governments are the most important level.  Local governments are units 

of the states.  Each level of government has its own powers and responsibilities, but often 

their spheres overlap.  This multi-level form of government, while not unique to the U.S., is 

not the most common form in the world.  Federalism provided the basis of compromise at 

the Philadelphia Convention between supporters of a strong national government and those 

delegates who favored retaining state traditions and local power.   

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 The Constitution designed a system in which various types of powers were assigned to 

different levels of government.  Define each of those chosen powers and explain how each 

affects the distribution of powers between national and state governments. 

 Define categorical grants and block grants and identify the differences, as well as the 

advantages and disadvantages. 

 Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 
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 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 

X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2 
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 
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NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 7  

Topic 
UNIT II:  INTERACTION AMONG BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT 

Interest Groups 

Essential Questions 

 What is the role of interest groups in American politics? 

 What are the theories of pluralism, elitism, and hyper pluralism? 

 What factors make some interest groups more successful than others? 

 What are the four basic strategies that interest groups use to try to shape policy? 

 What are the various types of interest groups and their policy concerns? 

 Enduring Understandings 

 One of the most pronounced political trends in the last few decades is the rise of interest 

groups.  Today, there are more than 20,000 of these private organizations in Washington 

and in state capitals.  Interest groups represent bodies of people with shared interests who 

lobby legislators on their behalf.  In this sense, they are a natural part of a democracy.  

However, Americans tend to view them with skepticism because, most often, the language 

of influence is money.   

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h, SOC.6.1.12.D.a-f 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. .  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals..  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Identify the techniques interest groups use to pursue their goals and analyze how specific 

interest groups have used these techniques to their benefits. 

 Describe a PAC and discussing arguments for and against allowing them to make 

contributions. 

 Identify laws that regulate PACs and explain why legislation has been relatively ineffective. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 
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Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
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or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 8  

Topic 
Congress 

Essential Questions 

 What are the factors influencing the outcomes in congressional elections? 

 What are the roles of congressional leaders, committees, caucuses and staff with regards to 

the House and Senate? 

 How does the background of various members of Congress impact their ability to represent 

average Americans? 

 What steps are necessary for a bill to pass and what influence does congressional decision 

making have on this process? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The federal government is divided into a number of institutions of government, each with its 

own political roles and responsibilities.  The legislative branch is composed of two houses, 

the House of Representatives and the Senate.  The executive branch is comprised of the 

president and the bureaucracy.  The judicial branch is comprised of a three-tiered court 

system, with the Supreme Court acting as the highest court of appeals.   

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Describe the legislative advantages of the majority party in Congress with respect to both 

committee structure and leadership. 

 Identify and discuss reasons why passing legislation often proves difficult. 

 Describe the relevance of the non-legislative functions of Congress. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test  

 WEEK 20 – MIDTERM EXAMS 
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21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2 
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
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credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 9-10  

Topic 
The Presidency 

Essential Questions 

 What factors affect the president’s ability to obtain public support? 

 What role does the president play in making national security policy and what is the 

relationship between the president and Congress in this arena? 

 What impact do various sources of presidential influence have on the president’s ability to 

win congressional support? 

 How does a president relate to the press and how does news coverage impact the 

presidency? 

 What roles do the vice president, cabinet, White House staff, First Lady, etc. play? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The president of the United States is the most powerful individual in all of American 

politics.  The presidency as a government institution has changed dramatically since the 

writing of the Constitution.  At that time the president had few powers and, because he was 

chosen directly by the Electoral College without a popular vote, was far removed from the 

populace.  Today, the president is elected by the people – via electors – after a long and 

expensive campaign.  Presidential powers have increased in the last few decades as, thanks 

to television, the president has become a more public figure.   

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Assess the role of presidential power in the American democracy and the president’s impact 

on the scope of government. 

 Describe the national security powers and the responsibilities granted to the president in the 

Constitution.  

 Describe the constitutional limitation on presidential national security power. 

 Identify the various agencies that exist as part of the Executive Office of the president and 

describe the functions of each as they pertain to developing the policy and programs of the 

president.  

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 
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 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2,  

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 
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are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 11-12  

Topic 
Congress, the President and the Budget 

Essential Questions 

 What sources of funding are available for the federal government and what consequences 

exist regarding tax expenditures and borrowing? 

 How do federal expenditures correlate to the growth of the budget? 

 What is the budgetary process and what role do politics play in it? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The president and Congress are responsible each year for creating the federal budget.  In a 

balanced budget, revenues are equal to expenditures.  Balancing the budget is extremely 

difficult, however, especially when Americans favor more federal programs but disapprove 

of increasing taxes.  Spending more money than the government takes in results in a budget 

deficit, which is difficult to avoid, given the demands on a large government.  

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. .  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Assess the impact of democratic politics on budgetary growth and of the budget on scope of 

government. 

 Describe what is meant by phrases such as ‘growth in the national security state’ and 

‘growth in the social service state.’ 

 Identify pieces of legislation passed by Congress since 1970 designed to reform budget 

process and control the deficit spending by the government and explain goals each was 

designed to accomplish. 

 Define budget deficit and federal debt. 

 Describe negative consequences of a large federal debt. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 
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Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, LA.11-12.WHST.11-12 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 13 

Topic 
The Federal Bureaucracy 

Essential Questions 

 Who are the federal bureaucrats and how do they obtain their jobs? 

 What are the four types of agencies into which the federal bureaucracy is organized? 

 What are the factors that influence the effectiveness of bureaucratic implementation of 

public policy? 

 Do bureaucracies regulate effectively?   

 How are unelected bureaucrats controlled? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The federal bureaucracy is composed of all the agencies, departments, offices and bureaus 

In the executive branch.  These bodies are primarily responsible for implementing and 

enforcing laws. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 

 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Define the merit principle and explain how it helps to ensure that the civil service remains 

nonpartisan. 

 Define the Hatch Act and explain how it helps to ensure that the civil services remains 

nonpartisan. 

 Identify and describe ways in which a president attempts to control the bureaucracy. 

 Identify reasons that policy implementation might fail. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 
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21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2,  

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 
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NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 14-15 

Topic 
The Federal Courts 

Essential Questions 

 What are the basic elements of the American judicial system and who are the major 

participants in it? 

 What is the structure of the federal court system and what are the major responsibilities of 

each component? 

 How are judges and justices nominated and confirmed? 

 How do the backgrounds of judges and justices impact their decisions? 

 What is the judicial process at the Supreme Court level and what major factors influence 

decisions and their implementation? 

 How has the policy of judicial review been utilized in major policy battles throughout 

various eras in American history? 

Enduring Understandings 

 In the American judicial system, courts apply the law to solve conflicts and disputes 

between two or more parties.  The United States has a dual court system.  Federal courts 

hear cases of federal law and cases involving two or more parties from different states.  This 

only account for about 2% of all trials- most cases are heard in state and local courts.  The 

sources of American law include the federal Constitution and the individual states’ 

constitutions, federal and state statutes and regulations, and case law.  Most of this law is 

based on the English system of common law, which is judge-made law shaped by custom 

and applied to similar situations. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Describe provisions in the Constitution that were intended to shield the judiciary from the 

electoral process. 

 Describe ways in which electoral political affect the federal judiciary.   

 Identify ways in the president can check and balance the powers of the federal judiciary. 

 Describes ways in which Congress can check and balance the powers of the federal 

judiciary. 

 Identify was in which the Supreme Court can check and balance the powers of the executive 

branch. 

 Describe ways in which the Supreme Court can check and balance the powers of Congress. 
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Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

 **Review important Supreme Court cases 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, 
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 
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valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom  

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 16-17 

Topic 
UNIT III: CIVIL LIBERTIES AND CIVIL RIGHTS 

Civil Liberties, Civil Rights and Public Policy 

Essential Questions 

 How has the Bill of Rights been applied to the states? 

 What is the equal rights protection clause and what are the Supreme Court’s three standards 

of review for classifying people? 

 How have various ethnic groups and/or minorities employed civil rights principles to their 

benefit? 

 How do civil liberties and civil rights policies advance democracy and increase and/or limit 

the scope of government? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Civil liberties are the individual freedoms guaranteed in the Bill of Rights.  They are 

primarily concerned with protecting citizens from too much government control.  While 

these freedoms are specifically addressed in the first ten amendments, they are not always 

clearly defined, especially in light of today’s social, political, and technological 

circumstances.  Because civil liberties are rarely absolute and often conflict with each other 

and other societal values, the courts must continually define and interpret the meaning and 

practice of these freedoms. 

 The Constitution secures equal treatment under the law for all citizens.  Civil rights 

guarantee that government does not discriminate against people on account of their race, 

religion, gender or age.  Such rights were not inherent in the Constitution, however,  Many 

legal and political battles have been fought to extend civil rights to all groups of people in 

the U.S. 
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Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.c-f, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h, 
SOC.6.1.12.B.14.a 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. .  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Describe how the Bill of Rights is affected by the Patriot Act. 

 Define judicial review and explain its application to various Supreme Court cases. 

 Identify and discuss how different minority groups fought for and eventually earned the 

right to vote through constitutional amendments, Supreme Court decisions, and 

congressional laws. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

 

 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 
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course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
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Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 18-19  

Topic 
Economic Policymaking 

Essential Questions 

 What role does the government play in our mixed economy? 

 What are two main policy tools that the American government can employ to address 

economic problems? 

 What is the impact of the global market on American economic policymaking? 

 What are the economic policy interests of business, labor unions, and consumers? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The U.S. government and economy have always been closely entwined.  The American 

economy is based on the principles of capitalism and laissez-faire, but in practice it is a 

mixed economy because the government plays a regulatory role.  The regulatory role is 

evidenced by the activities of agencies like the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC), 

which regulates stock fraud, and through the passage of laws such as the minimum wage 

law.  The economic concerns for the government are changing due to the growth of 

multinational corporations, which have created a global economy. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.14 a-d, 
SOC.6.1.12.A.16.c, SOC.6.1.12.c.16.a-c, SOC.6.1.12.D.16.a-c 
 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Define globalization and describe its effects on both the economy and economic policy. 

 Describe how globalization has transformed the American economy. 

 Identify policy responses the federal government has enacted in response to globalization 

and how globalization relates to those policies. 

 Define monetary policy and fiscal policy and describe how each is made at the federal level. 

 Describe the major trade-offs in both monetary and fiscal policy. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 
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 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2,  

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 
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interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 20  

Topic 
Social Welfare Policymaking 

Essential Questions 

 What are entitlement and means-tested social welfare programs? 

 What is the extent of economic inequality in American and what role has the government 

played in lessening it? 

 How have major federal welfare programs changed over time? 

 How does the Social Security program work and what challenges must be met to keep it 

financially solvent in upcoming years? 

 How is American social welfare policy different from that of other established democracies? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The U.S. has one of the largest income gaps in the world because income distribution is 

extremely unequal among different economic classes.  The degree of government 

involvement in issues of poverty has resulted in a major political debate.  The biggest factor 

in this debate is how people view the poor – as lazy people who are avoiding work or as 

disadvantaged people with no opportunity to advance their economic situation.  This policy 

area plays a key role during elections, because American feel strongly about tit.   

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions. .  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Define entitlement programs and means-tested programs and give examples of each that 

clearly explain how the policy is an example. 

 Describe the relative balance of each type of program in social welfare spending. 

 Describe the difference between progressive and regressive taxes and give examples of 

each. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 
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 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 

X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2,  
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
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 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 21-22  

Topic 
Policymaking for Healthcare, the Environment and Energy 

Essential Questions 

 What are the problems of healthcare in America and what is the role of government in 

healthcare? 

 What conflicts exist between economic growth and environmental protection and what are 

some major national environmental protection policies? 

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of each of the principal sources of energy in the 

U.S.? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Both healthcare policy and environmental policy are becoming important issues on the 

public and political agendas.  Many competing interests vie to influences these policies.  

The healthcare system is expense, and not all people have access to it.  Politicians and the 

public agree that the system needs major reforming, but no one has yet agreed on what those 

reforms should be.  Environmental policies, while they help protect the environment, may 

hinder business.  Furthermore, these two policy area require a fair amount of technical 

expertise to be fully understood, so most Americans are unable to make informed policy 

choices and most decisions are left to policymakers, interest groups, and the industries. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h, SOC.6.1.12.B.16.a 
 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being. 

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Describe how healthcare is provided in the U.S. and how this shapes access to healthcare. 

 Identify advantages and disadvantages to a national healthcare system. 

 Describe how environmental polices conflict with policies in other areas. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 
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Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
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or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 23-24 

Topic 
National Security Policymaking 

Essential Questions 

 With regards to national security policymaking, what are some of the major instruments and 

who are some of the major actors? 

 Through the end of the Cold War, how has American foreign policy evolved? 

 What are major obstacles to success in the war on terrorism? 

 What are the major elements of U.S. defense policy? 

 What are the evolving challenges for U.S. national security policy? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Foreign policy has become crucial to governmental affairs in the past century, as the United 

States made the transition from isolationist country to world superpower. In this global era 

of high-speed connections, brief but deadly missile strikes, and free trade, it is apparent that 

this policy area will continue to hold an important place on every politician’s agenda and in 

the public’s mind as well.   

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Key Concepts and Skills 

 
 Identify various types of instruments or tools most commonly used by presidents to conduct 

foreign policy.   

 Identify executive branch bureaucratic institutions involved in U.S. foreign policy and 

describe the role they play in the foreign policy process.   

 Describe the constitutionally derived powers of the president and Congress with regards to 

foreign policymaking. 

 Identify limitations of Congress in foreign policymaking. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 
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Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
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or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 25 

Topic 
UNIT IV: AMERICAN POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES AND BELIEFS 

Public Opinion and Political Action 

Essential Questions 

 What are some current demographic trends and how do they impact American politics? 

 How do various forms of socialization shape political opinion? 

 How polls conducted and what can be learned from them? 

 What is the influence of political ideology on American political thinking and behavior? 

 How does public opinion about the scope of government guide political behavior? 

Enduring Understandings 

 More than two centuries of immigration to the U.S. has created an incredibly diverse 

population of Americans.  Numerous social and economic factors therefore contribute to a 

varied forum of public opinion.  However, despite their differences, Americans overall 

share a common political culture based on democracy and federalism.  Today, public 

opinion can be a powerful tool, especially during elections.  Increasingly, politicians, 

pundits, and even voters are paying close attention to what polls tell them is the public’s 

opinion. 

Alignment to NJSLS 

6.3.12.A.1; 6.3.12.A.2; 6.3.12.B.1; 6.3.12.C.1; 6.3.12.D.1; 6.1.12.D.c-f SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, 

SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.c-f 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. .  

CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Describe the various means of political participation and how each might impact public 

policy in the United States. 

 Analyze and explain the impact of polling on determining and predicting public opinion. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 
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 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2,  

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 
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. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 26-27  

Topic 
Mass Media and the Political Agenda 

Essential Questions 

 How do American politicians choreograph their messages through the mass media? 

 How has the relationship between mass media and politics evolved? 

 How does mass media impact what policy issues Americans think about? 

 What impact does the mass media have on the scope of government and democracy in 

America? 

Enduring Understandings 

 The mass media has had a profound impact on politics. In today’s media-savvy world, 

politicians are highly visible to the public.  This has both positive and negative 

consequences for policymakers, campaigns and the public’s trust in government.  The 

impact of the media on American politics is referred to as high-tech politics, in which the 

media can shape the political agenda and the behavior of policymakers.    

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.16a 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  

CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  

CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  

CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  

CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.  

CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Identify and discuss ways in which the media can help and/or hurt a candidate’s chances of 

getting elected to office. 

 Identify and discuss how the mass media impacts the course of a president’s candidacy. 

 Analyze the manner in which various presidents have utilized the media. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 
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Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2,  

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 



 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 28-29 

Topic 
UNIT V: POLITICAL PARTICIPATION 

Political Parties 

Essential Questions 

 What functions do political parties perform in American democracy? 

What is the significance of party identification in America today? 

 How are political parties organized? 

 How well do political parties generally do in carrying out their platforms and/or promises? 

 What impact do third parties have on American politics? 

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of responsible party government? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Political parties are the main vehicles for nominating candidates and running campaigns.  

They serve as linkage institutions that help bring the concerns of the electorate to the 

political arena through elections.  Political parties also unite groups of politicians and the 

electorate by offering an ideological framework with which people can choose to identify 

themselves.  The United States has, for the most part, always had a two-party system.  Party 

competition is the battle between the Democrats and the Republicans for control of public 

offices. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Define and discuss how de-alignment, political machines and national party conventions 

have caused a decline in the power of political parties over the past 50 years.  

 Identify and discuss the various realignments experienced by the Republican and 

Democratic parties over the past several years. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 
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 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 
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interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 30-31  

Topic 
Nominations and Campaigns 

Essential Questions 

 What evidence exists regarding the fairness of our current system of presidential primaries 

and caucuses? 

 What are the key objectives of any political campaign? 

 How does campaign finance law regulate fundraising for federal offices? 

 Why do campaigns have an important yet limited impact on election outcomes? 

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of having a long presidential campaign? 

Enduring Understandings 

 To run for a political office, a person must first receive a party’s official nomination.  Then, 

with the party’s endorsement and assistance, the candidate must campaign to win the 

support of voters.  These two processes require a great deal of money and media exposure.  

Presidential campaigning has become a major part of the political process in the U.S.  

Campaign strategy is the plan of candidates to win the election. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
 SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

Career Ready Practices: 

 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Describe the role of delegates in the nomination process. 

 Define winner-take-all and proportional representation and identify where each system is 

used in the nomination process. 

 Analyze and discuss how the 1968 Democratic National Convention changes how parties 

choose their candidates. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 
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 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, LA.11-12.WHST.11-12 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 

 
  



 

Township of Ocean Schools 
Assistant Superintendent 

Office of Teaching and Learning 
 

SPARTAN MISSION: 

     Meeting the needs of all students with a proud tradition of academic excellence.   

 

Home of the Spartans! 

#spartanlegacy 

Time Frame Week 32-33 

Topic 
Elections and Voting Behavior 

Essential Questions 

 What types of elections occur in the U.S.? 

 How was the American electoral process evolved from 1800 to present? 

 What factors influence whether people vote or not? 

 What impact do party identification, candidate evaluations, and policy opinions have on 

voting behavior? 

 Is the Electoral College a fair system for choosing the president? 

 To what extent do elections make government officials pay attention to what voters want? 

Enduring Understandings 

 Elections are the process through which power in government changes hand.  Such a change 

is possible because elections bestow legitimacy both on the process and on the incoming 

officials, who have been chosen to lead by a majority of the people.  According to the 

theory of democracy, elections give voters a voice in policymaking because they allow 

people to choose the candidate who is most likely to act in their interest or according to their 

political beliefs.  For this to work in practice, however, candidates must represent distinct 

stands on the issues. 

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
 Analyze and discuss why voters tend to hold strong views of party identification and why 

this leads them to vote for the same party with relative consistency. 

 Explain how the president is elected in the U.S., including the process of determining the 

number of electoral votes and how those votes are cast. 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 
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 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
 TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, 
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
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credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 

 

 

Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Chromebooks 

 Google Classroom 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 34-35 

Topic 
A.P. Exam Review/A.P. Exam 

Essential Questions 

Cumulative 

Enduring Understandings 

Cumulative 

Alignment to NJSLA 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h 
 

CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 

  

 

Key Concepts and Skills 
Cumulative 

Learning Activities  
 Lectures/PowerPoints 

 Notes/Graphic organizers 

 Worksheets/Guidebook pages 

 Analyses of various primary source materials 

 Additional readings 

Assessments 
 Class discussions (Q&A) 

 Sample test questions (College Board/AP) 

 Writing prompts 

 Quizzes/test 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, 
 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 

summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
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 NJSLSA.R3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the 

course of a text. 

NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 

NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including 

visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument 

and specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and 

sufficiency of the evidence. 

NJSLSA.R1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences 

and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support 

conclusions drawn from the text. NJSLSA.R2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and 

analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 

NJSLSA.W1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using 

valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

NJSLSA.W2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

NJSLSA.W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style 

are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

or trying a new approach 

. NJSLSA.W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 

interact and collaborate with others. 

NJSLSA.W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding plagiarism. 

NJSLSA.W9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and 

research 

W.11-12.2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

W.11-12.3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, wellchosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

W.11-12.5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 

trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as MLA or APA Style), focusing on 

addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. 
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Technology Integration 
 Laptop 

 PowerPoint 

 Projector 

 Google Classroom 

 Chromebooks 

 Video excerpts 

 8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, 

evaluate, and synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and 

collaboratively and to create and communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; 

C. Communication and Collaboration 
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Time Frame Week 36-40 

Topic 
Final Projects/Service Learning Projects 

Essential Questions 

Cumulative 

Enduring Understandings 

Cumulative 

Alignment to NJSLS 
SOC.6.1.12.A.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.2, SOC.6.1.12.B.1, SOC.6.1.12.C.1, SOC.6.1.12.D.1, SOC.6.1.12.A.14 a-h, SOC.6.1.12.B.14 
a-h 

Key Concepts and Skills 
Cumulative 

Learning Activities  
Service Learning Project:  Internship with a Political organization (Government entity/agency, 

Interest group, Lobbyist firm, Political Party, etc.) 

Project proposal 

Research activities 

Persuasive essay (rough draft) 

Video assignment (outline/script) 

Assessments 
Various project components 

Persuasive essay (final draft) 

Video assignment (final product) 

21
st
 Century Skills  

X Creativity X Critical Thinking X Communication X Collaboration 

X Skills X Information 

Literacy 
X Media Literacy 

Interdisciplinary Connections 
TECH.8.1.12.C.CS1, TECH.8.1.12.C.CS2, LA.11-12.WHST.11-12 

Technology Integration 
Laptop 

PowerPoint 

Projector 

Google Classroom 

Chromebooks 

Video excerpts 

8.1 Educational Technology: All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and 

synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create and 
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communicate knowledge. B. Creativity and Innovation; C. Communication and Collaboration 

 

Modifications (ELL, Special Education, Gifted and Talented, and 504 Plans)  

ELL:   

 Work toward longer passages as skills in English increase   
 Use visuals  
 Introduce key vocabulary before lesson   
 Teacher models reading aloud daily   
 Provide peer tutoring   
 Use of Bilingual Dictionary  
 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
 Provide students with English Learner leveled readers. 

 

Supports for Students With IEPs:   

 Allow extra time to complete assignments or tests   
 Guided notes and/or scaffold outline for written assignments 
 Work in a small group   
 Allow answers to be given orally or dictated   
 Use large print books, Braille, or books on CD (digital text)   
 Follow all IEP modifications 

 

Gifted and Talented: 

 Create an enhanced set of introductory activities (e.g. advance organizers, concept 
maps, concept puzzles)   

 Provide options, alternatives and choices to differentiate and broaden the curriculum   
 Organize and offer flexible small group learning activities   
 Provide whole group enrichment explorations   
 Teach cognitive and methodological skills   
 Use center, stations, or contracts   
 Organize integrated problem-solving simulations   
 Propose interest-based extension activities 
 Expose students to beyond level texts. 

 

Supports for Students With 504 Plans: 

 Follow all the 504 plan modifications  
 Text to speech/audio recorded selections 
 Amplification system as needed 
 Leveled texts according to ability 
 Fine motor skill stations embedded in rotation as needed  
 Modified or constrained spelling word lists 
 Provide anchor charts with high frequency words and phonemic patterns 
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